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"Delivered to 


The CLERGY of the DIOCESE 


U gory HI 8 13 Nene Bre- 
thren, 1 muſt awaken your con- 
N ern, for the loſs which vou 
| have ſuffer d by the? removal of ſo vigilant 
and experienc'd a Paſtor : whoſe attention 
- to the ſeveral duties of his 6 ce, and wu: 
abilities to ſuperintend the affairs of 
7 tenfive a oy juſtly intitled him to 


{ BS” your youu _— and einen 5 
} i, This ok I ml not boi wanting in my. 


& eſt endeavours to ſup ply ; and in the moſt 3 


7 BY 4 48 wink: WIG 
faithful manner, I can. My Ie Tnclination in- 
deed I can better anſcwer for, than n ex- 
perience OT attainments. What talents 1 
have, ſhall I truſt be duely apply d to the 

| duties of that charge, % which his Ma- 
jeſty's favour has appointed me. A com- 
mon ſhare of induſtry may ſuffice for the 
ordinaty buſineſs which belongs to this 5 
ſituation: and in caſes of -niceneſs or diffi- 
culty, which may require more prudence 
to confider, or more firmneſs to execute 
them properly, 1 muſt hope for 2 & 


ourable * and 7 55 rage 
29 1 N 3447 | | 


| be alen ol will W lead W 
| us to a ſubje&,Aalways proper for our con- | 
derten, and highly intercfting to us; 


hidhovr'boly profeſſion requires us at all 


5 times duely to attend to; but which the 
nature and end of this meeting call upon us 
= look into with more eee attention; 5 
e is, the Kate of re religion 


/ 


is it „ 
are authoriz d by the na of our 
Maſter, to teach It's doctrines, to inculcate 
: it's 5 reftepts, £9; promote, in the moſt pro- 
per way we can, it's true intereſts; q We are 
commiſſion d under the laws of our country 
to explain it's meaning, to conſult it's credit, 

to forward it's advancement. We ſhould 
| then conſider what cauſes contribute to 
quicken or retard it's progreſs; we ſhould 
be induſtrious to furniſh what helps we are 
able to it's im provement, to remoye what 


85 impediments we can to its proficiency. It 


how intimate Aa. 
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will .certainly 1 chove us to reflect ſeriouſly, 
how well we have executed an office of ſo 
much truſt, how Fre have ſypperted, a 
character of ſuch i importanc 
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Tbe publick 7 "wills is more concern'd 


perhaps, than. is commonly apprehend 8 
the iſſue of this enquiry. ., For he muſt be a 
very ſuperficial obſeryer, who, does not fee, 


» 


Ew 

Es will ever Cubic between religion and govern- 
ment, and how neceſſary t the influence of 
the one is to the effectual ſupport and well- 
being of the other. It is plain to every | 
man, who looks farther than the ſurface of 
things, that the powers with which the ci- 
vil magiſtrate is inveſted, and the operation 
of thoſe penal laws which he is intruſted to 
execute, will often be inſufficient to keep 
men within the bounds of duty; much leſs 
will they prevail with them to anſwer pro- 
perly all the other moral or civil relations of 
| life, which they bear to each other; leaſt 
of all are they fitted to produce thoſe vari- | 
ous acts of benevo e e, and that mutual in- 
offices, which are ſo eſ- 


ſentia Lo K peace apd pe of fo- 


ra lity of o our - ations 3 is concern'd, which are 
not and cannot be 5 private for by any legal 
Fa bene. 


i „ 
ſanctions; and in thoſe, which are provided 
for, craft may ſometimes conceal, or learn= = | 
ed ſkill may defend, or numbers may pro- | 
tect from the arm of civil authority. The 
; doctrine therefore of a moral governor, to 
whoſe infallible judgment, we muſt all be 
accountable, and who will at laſt aſſign to 
all bis intelligent creatures that juſt diſtinc- 
tion, which their reſpective conduct de- 
ſerves ; this is the only adequate and uni- 
verſal ground of obligation, which will 
reach to all perſons, extend to all caſes, o- 
perate in all ſituations; which will penetrate 
the retirement of che cloſet, and pierce to 
the inward receſſes of the, heart; as well as 
controul thoſe actions, which are open to 
inſpection, and perform'd on the publick 
e of the world, 1 


8 great is the: truſt, my Beech dez to 
which we are appointed, when to us are 
15 6 * committed the oracles of God ;” of ſuch 8 


7 4; . 


BE ori 
3 conſequence 3 is the charge, with which we 
are inveſted, when in our hands is placed | 
the ſacred depoſitum of our holy faith ! and 
2 degree of diligence i is certainly to be uſed, 
proportionale to the extent and importance 
bk the province that is aſſigned us; a fidelity 
# will doubtleſs be expected from us, anſwer- 
able to the weight and uſefulneſs of the ſer- 
vice, which we are e required to perform, - 


, 219 715 . 1 3 


„Complete « are made koinly: and every 

_ where; by all ſober perſons, and Fam afraid, 
not made without reaſon, that not only the 
outward' ordinances of religion are too much 
a N but what the uſual conſequence 


ſenſe of ixis declining, and ifs due and na- 
tural authority leflen'd among all ranks and 
degrees of men; that not only the ſolemni- 
ties of public worſhip, and the devout cele- | 
bration of God's ſervice are ſughted; but 


| that the PRs effects of it are felt in a 
| mani- 


176 


manifeſt detay of that good principle! which 
ſhould influence the heart; and when it 


does duely influence it, will not. fail to re- 


gulate | the conduct. 


* . 
enter 927 
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* Such is the een 1 unpromiling 


| Ut appearance of our religious affairs; we 
oy hope indeed they are not 7720 bad, as Gat. 


melancholy men may be apt to imagine, or 


ſome moroſe-ones' may be willing to repre- 

| ſent them; for if there are ſome cauſes, . 
which help to deprave, there are others 
which tend to referm the manners of the 
' right _ wrong in 
actions and characters, which the violence of 

| party introduc'd, will be ta tf: 


'%. 
F 


age; that confaſion G 


d we hope 
by the abatement of theſe diviftons; ; that 


neglect of God's worſhip, and conternþt of 
publick order, which we complai in of in the 
higher ranks of life, will in ſome degree 
we truſt be amended, as they are diſcoun- 
| fenanced Ra en of t the higheſt ſta- 


tion, 


tion, the example ho our excellent and re- 
ligious King. 


— 4 15 


Our ec Ins 8 been Hikes 


17 made a more liberal and reaſonable ſer- 


vice, more worthy of the great obje ect to 


which it is to be paid, more ſuitable to the 
nature of theſe intelligent beings, by whom 
it is to be perform d. d.— Numberleſs charac- 
: ters of divine wiſdom and- goodneſs have 
„been diſcover d by that aſſiduity with which 


later ae have enquir d e de WOL 


and the bleſſing of, AC Cj 


j 2s BY 31 — 


6 ed to all 2 * | Iized, countries; 4 : the Fam 
bel 0 ng to individuals, and reſult from 


$ I 


ſe have been of late aſcertained with 


SY 
Sys £4 


: * of praiſe i is due to the learned of our 


| 5 1 one nigen for the light that has been x 
Rout 1 thrown 


1 
# 4 


the various relations we bear to each other; 5 


= © e exactneſs. 2774 And no inconſiderable 


1 weden upon theſe uſeful ſubjects; ; elbe bas 
niſhing by the gradual openings of ſcience 
thoſe ſpectres of ſuperſtition, which terrified 
our forefathers; for the juſter notions, which 
are now entertain d of God's nature and pe 


fections, and the more rational manner of 
celebrating his worſhip ; ; for ſtating more 


8 diſtinctly the obligations of morality ; ; for 
tracing with more accuracy the origin and 
extent of civil and religious eſtabliſhments, 


for vindicating with becoming ſpirit the 


'T rights and” liberties of mankind. But then 


5 have men in general, have we ourſelves been 
more aſſiduous i in p 


D ying our religious ſer- 


. vice, as our judgment” about the manner "of 
| TT 
Wo doing it has been more improy d: Have 5 


our devout acknowledgments more. abound- 


95 N 


ed to the governor of the world, as w. have | 


5 more diſcern'd the wiſdom and benignity of 


his government ? Have we better practiſed 
5 the duties of ſocial life, as we have better un, 


ki > 11 


To derſtood the nature and uſe of our moral and 


civil 


f. 5. 1. 
et connexions ?. Have: we more e carefully - 
_ avoided the narrow plan 
tereſt, as we have more e hs it's. * 
conſiſtency with general good, andthe en. 
| gagements we are wunder to the 8 


Tf the EF of others o or our r own. bas : 


hy been agreeable t to our improv' d know- 

, ledge of theſe good principles, will i it not 
| behove us to reflect, by what means it has 82 
happen d that ſuch reaſonable expectations 
have not been anſwer d? Ought we not to 


$705 "2M 


| conſider whether we have, 0 well acquitted 1 5 


| ourſelves of the great truſt repoſed in us, 
Wo that we are liable bo. | no Juſt imputation of 


OA blame or ne le 
3 ſuch equitgh le allowances to be made to our 
bs condyG, as the difficulties of our ſtation | 

= plead, for; ; ſome of it's duties are not to be 8 


7 413435 * 


ha ged properly "without much aſfiduity 


. and reſolution, others without great Pru- 


8 8 14191 . : FRY | 5 bo 
dence and addreſs, moſt of them lay W who 
i Bag 7 155 2 3 TOE 0 


4 We muſt indeed expect 5 


open 


* #©Y's 2 
E 


- 


1 
open to il will or ſaſpicion, from perſons of 
en views, opinions. and characters. 


Eby we 5 executed] on our - truſt 3 due 


ben we ſhall i in no wiſe Toſec our reward, 
we ſhall not want, what we ſhould mo! 


2 5 


| value, the home-felt ſatisfaction of our o.] n 


boſoms; ; "we ſhall probably have the ef- 
teem of good men, we ſhall certainly have 


the approbation of our righteous judge. lk 
on proper recollection we find ourſelves to 


have been remiſs or deficient i in any material | 


8 points, let us be aſſiduous to correct any 


| miſtakes in our | 
| failures i in our duty, to redtify : any inadver- 


[ #"Y 1 
i 


5 tencies in our conduct "At may appear _ 


haps from an impartial ſurvey, that we have 


been as far from doing all the g good whi ch 


has been in our power, as FE lh doing all 
the miſchief which has been laid to our 


” charge. 


A 


* 
” 
a LOS RIF — . — 


ji udgment, to ſupply any 


( #4 ] 

Let nothing, g, my brethren, divert us frothy 
improving ourſelves in all uſeful parts of 
ſcience ; of thoſe eſpecially, which may 
| tend to explain, defend or enforce the great 


44 1 


truths of our religion. F arther advances in 


31924. Bi 75 


that : knowled ge, a competent ſhare of which 
was neceſſary at our entrance on the duties. 


of our miniſtry, will be as neceſſary for the 


5 ſucceſsful | execution of it. It will ul be- 
5 come the ſeriouſneſs of our character to I 


; woke that time in any trivial ayocations, 


which, we have ſolemnly dedicated to the f 


ſhall we well 


ſervice, of the temple ; nor 


= conſult our credit with bonliderte men, if | 


125 N 


intereſt, while v we - neglect ſuch as immedi- 


ately relate to the buſineſs of the profeſſion 
we are engaged in, and the illuſtration * 
the doctrines which we have undertaken to 5 


teach. 


to > excel in theſe arts, 8 


to our amuſement, or our 


- | M's : 5 i 
ju 57 J 


4 15 1 


duch an acquaintance with the nature b 
: evidence of our holy Faith, as may be pro- 
per for our ſituation, is not to be attain d 
without attention and diligence: and when 
ſuch a knowledge of it is attain d, as may 
enable us to give a reaſonable account of the 
hope that is in us, ow a farther proficieticy- 
may be made by a more accurate ſur- 
vey of it's ſeveral * „ this foundation on 
which it is built, the authenticity and 
true meaning of the ſacred records in which 
it is contain d, the nature and intention 
of the doctrines, precepts, threatn nings and 
. promiſes, which i comprehends 6 The ta- 
lents indeed of men, and the opportunities 
of improving them, are ver) 


different; yet 
ble for the due 
exerciſe of thoſe talents, and the proper uſe 


of thoſe opportunities, A providence/has 
vouchſafed x VV , 


we are all equall y accounta 


0 6 
22 9 
. ut - 


10 7 = 
- Tbe duties of our holy function are ſo 1 
different, that rom may be found, in the 1 gf 


. -  varibuppaits of it's adminiſtration, for the 


_due diſcharge of ſome of its offices; ſome 


will require a more enlarg'd knowledge and 


improwd underſtanding; while others call 


tra good ſhare of natural - endewnerits; Z 


e with the moſt ſucceſsful applica- 


4 - 


our pretended friends, that on 


NR q —— ng 
— bee pea 
. 


2 per Place, and while" a common capacity ; 
38 _- be uſefully, x loyd in che common 

0 1 i profeſſion, opportunities will 
| be given, by. 1 caſes of tnore nicenieſs and diffi- 


culty, for the exertion of the beſt talents 165 


and of the greateſt diſcernment. Ie 


The 


employment of men's various abilities. A 
moderate capatity will be ſufficient for the 


4 It is partly owing to the il will of 
* partly to the al fans a of 


| FT attainments of every kind may find a pro- 


_— 


17 | 
The 1 of 2 ſervice in the 
; daily offices of the church may be thought | 
no arduous taſk; nor is it ſuch; but yet it 
requires more care to be performed well, 5 
and more depends on the right performanee 
of it, than i is commonly apprehended. Our 
Liturgy, though it may ſhare the fate of all 
human compoſitions, and be not free from 
| exception, yet it is in general ably com- 
pos d: the matter and manner of it are well 
adapted to the ſeveral ſubjects of which it 
treats, and the occaſions to which it refers, 
There runs through it a clear and manly = 
0 ſimplicity,” there is often gn force of ex. 
preſſion and dignity of ſentime t; there are 
ſometimes maſterly ſtrokes of unaffecte 
eloquence: yet the clearneſs in a great mea- 5 
ſure, the ſtrength and energy will bs en- 
tirely loft by an haſty and indiſtin& delivery. 


That propriety of diction and fulneſs of 
x ſenſe may be ſo far ſtiffled or diſguiſed by a | 
pine a and ſpirileſs a. manner, as to act upon , 


* 


1 


3 the hearers with lef force and effect, than 
the raw and undigeſted 1 matter of extempo- 


_ effuſions. 


It is aids Jt 4 we 3 all our 


iphone nations in the ſolidity and weight 


of dur diſcourſes from the pulpit; let us then 
4 not fall ſhort of them i in that forcible elo- 


cution, which i is proper to raiſe the * atten- 
tion and animate the affections of a popular 


audience. The gravity and ſeriouſneſs of 


our countrymen may not bear all that fop- 
pery of action, whi 


ſome 2 but yet we muſt be in ear- 
before we can expect to make 
Wk af — are not affected i in deliver- ä ; 

ing . gy commands of our religion, 

wee are not to wonder if others are indiffe- 
rent in receiving them; a cold and remiſfs 
manner of ſpeaking will weaken the force 


N 


of every e and defeat the effect of = 


e ee n Yb al ite eig 50 1-711 195 


s the temper of | 


* 2 * 
— i 0 
i 8 1 
2 


” I 19 +. 
It will concern us eſpecially at this time 
not to be languid or careleſs in our inſtruc- | 
tions, when itinerant preachers aim to eſta- 
bliſh their credit with the people by the un- 
| favourable repreſentations they make of our 
indolence i in diſchargin 8 this part of our pa- 
ſtoral duty. Let us not be ſparing of our ; 
voice, or lifeleſs in our utterance, when we 
hear what wonders are done daily by dint ; 
of loudneſs and vehemence, 


And as We ſhould be earneſt i in laying 
pet, to our people the great truths of the goſ- 
pel, as the gracious charter of all our chriſtian 

privileges; ſo we ſhould be aſſiduous in 
ſtudying it, as the inexhauſtible ſource of 
divine wiſdom. This ſtudy will amply re- 
e the labour of the induſtrious and well⸗ 
intention d. +, good diſpoſition to practice | 
what we. learn there, may be one. of the 
"oft; means. to facilitate our Progreſs; ; bur 
"I it is not the only means we ſhould in 
B 9 ptu- 


r 
3 
E 


e ee 
| prudence ue. A maſterly lein in che lan- 
guage of the ſacred records, an accurate 
ſurvey of the cuſtorns, manners, and epi- 
nions of the ages to which they have a re- 

ference; a careful attention to the deſign 5 

| and reaſoning of the authors i in the different 

arts of their writings, will doubtleſs afford 
- Arther helps to improve us in the knowledge 
of them; and theſe helps let us freely Have 
recourſe to, though the fanaticks of this and 


EE of every age have labour d, for rivate | rea- 


| tons of their own, to diſcourage the 1 ufe and 
8 2 70.6 A 
depreciate the value 2 8 attainments 1 
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The prattical Ae 
Doata uh Ae the e principal part of dur in- 


5 firaQions ; fes a8 1 may be from tlioſs von- 


troverted points, "which Prernote and pet- 
Petusts diſſenfion, and unéntangled with | 


thoſe {ibtleties which) be plex inſtead of in 


| _ Hrming ce common | underſtindiiigs. The f. 5 
ob and Aeg bene of A moral gover: 


LES 
: mY "& EY 14 
nor, 


nor, under whoſe awful . ſ pection we now 
act, and to whoſe unerring judgment we 
muſt at laſt be ſubject, we ſhould never fail 
to inculcate with the utmoſt force and ear- 
neſtneſs. If the impreſſions of this great 
| truth decay or grow weaker in the minds 
of men, we ſhould be more aſſiduous to re- 

new, we ſhould be more zealous to ſtrength- 
en them, as eſſential to men's true intereſts, 


as the beſt ſource of comfort to themſelves, 5 


as the firmeſt bond of ſecurity to the publick, 


op 


Mikes while we are maintaining this great 
principle of morality, let us alſo keep in 
mind the fundamental truths of revelation; 
while we inſiſt on the n ceſſity of perſonal 
righteouſneſs, let us not omit, the goſpel- 
ſcheme of our redemption, by which our 
imperfect righteouſneſs i is made available to 
ſalyation. It is under the terms of that gra- 
Cious covenant, which was obtain'd for us 

1 by. the death: and mere of Chriſt, that the 


B 1 par- 


ms _ 3 ALD 8 a6 * 
c 
* 


natural religion, that w 


71 22 ] 
pardon of fin is promiſed to our ſincere re⸗ 55 
pentance, that the aſſiſtances of God's s holy . 
| ſpirit are vouchſafed to be granted to us, and 

our faithful endeavours to obey will be ac⸗ 
cepted inſtead of compleat and undeviating 


obedience. But then let us content ourſelves | 
with thoſe plain declarations, which the fa- 
cred writings have made on this ſubject; let 


us not perplex our hearers with nice ſpecu- 


lations of our own or the fanciful theories 


- 5 the unlearned 2 do not underſtand. 


FAS . - of 


Nor let us. on ie: other” hind depreciate | 


_w_ 


excellency of reve card. When duly under- 


ſtood, they belp to comfithh and illuſtrate each | 
other. The one contains maxims of eſta- 


liſhed truth and unqueſtionable utility; by | 
whoſe help the evidence of the other, as a 
divine diſpenſation, may be more clearly 


aſcertain- d, and the Juſtneſs of Its s precepts 


: 4 Sg 0 


may magnify the 


of others, which the learned may not, and 1 


3535;˖*˙ more 5 


© 23 4 
more re difſlinly ſhewn ; and to this law the 
ſt acred iter th themſelyes often make an ex- 


| 280 reference, | : Si 


Our Saviour's fnſtruQions, as ſet 400 in 
the authentic record of his miniſtry, were 
chiefly occaſional, aroſe from ſuch opportu- 

nities as preſented themſelves, or ſerved to 

reſolve ſome queſtions, that were propos d 
to him. 9 hey were expreſs'd in general 

maxims, or in ſuch familiar parables, as ſuit- 
ed the manners and genius of that age. But 
then he ſupply d the capital defect in all o- 
ther inſtitutions by ſettling the true principle | 
: of obedience, and by the appointment of a 
| juſt and final retribution has fixed that in- 
ſeparable connexion between virtue and hap- 
pineſs, which will ever be the firmeſt ground | 


| of moral and religious obligation. N 


| An the different manifeſtations, which 
God has been glans to make of his ll; 


in 


BAY 


41 
plainly tend to , carty on one great and gra- 


; cious deſign of promoting men's felicity by 


improving their nature, or of making their 
advancement in holineſs the moſt certain 
method for the attainment of happineſs : and 


men have been led into the moſt dangerous, 
miſtakes by, following the ſuggeſtions of a 


warm fancy, or wandering in the mazes of 


doubtful ſpeculation, inſtead of attending to 
this great truth, as it lies open to our view in 
the monuments of Wy writ. Y 


"4 
1 


This g. great 3 will; teach we he 
though we mult x not preſume to comprehend 
the whole extent off God's government, yet 
we may ke ſo mc ch as to ſatisfy us, that it 
is not conducted in an arbitrary and capri- | 


cious manner; ; that though the outward 
goods of life : are often beſtowed here with- 
out any reſpect to men's moral qualifications, 
1 yet in the final allotment of things, a ſtrict 
regard: will be hag 1 to the real merit or de- 


merit | 


* — ͤ—ͤ— —— 
# 0 


| I I TY 
tions of rel gion. 


* 25 1 
merit of his accountable creatures: : that : as 
our righteous judge cannot accept men x: 


without goodneſs, ſo neither will he con- 
demn them without guilt; . ſuch a meaſure 


of goodneſs, as our imperfect natures can 


attain, will make us proper objects of 


his favour ; ; ſuch a degree of habitual guilt, | 


by as ſhews © a bad and deprav'd heart, will as 
certainly expoſe us to his diſpleaſure, Let 


us be careful then not to furniſh men with 


any expedients, which may ſooth them in | 
the commiſſion of ſin, and reconcile the i in- 
adulgence of their paſſions with the i injunc- 


| 1 


00 8 1 writers uſe the word | Faith 


4 different ſenſes, let us not quote theſe 


paſſages in ſo undiſcriminating a manner, as 
to lead our hearers into dangerous miſtakes 


about it's nature and efficacy. It often ſig· 


nißes the whole of the golpel-dilpenſation, : 


| comprehends whatever. Chriſt did and ; 
| - "0 | 


| ſacred volumes? 


„ 


1 ſuffered and taught and required of men in 
BN order to their al vation ; ; ſo that to obey what 
| he enjoyn'd, is as neceſſary a part of it, as to | 


believe what. he propos d; and if we agree | 


in this eſſential point, Ht ſuch a faith as is 
1 lively and operative, as carries men on to a 
g 2 Proper. courſe of action, and produces it 's 
= genuine fruits of obedience, is neceſſary to | 
; our final acceptance with God, why ſhould 

we perplex common underſtandings, and 
diſturb the church of Chriſt with terms ne- | 
* ver uſed, or diſtinctions never made in the | 


| = 2 


We ſhould "IP? with * hls 6 cau- 


* tion, when we ſpeak « of the expiation made 
. by the merits and death of Chriſt. "Their 
| beneficial effects muſt be explain d with 
bounds which the goſpel affigns them. Let 
his ſacrifice be called perfect and all-ſuffi- 
cient; but let it alſo be underſtood, in what 5 
| eaſe it is fo chat it ſhould extend to the 


iRtions, and kept within thoſe : 


— 
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[ oy PW. 8 
e ven and final juſtification of obſti- 
nate and impenitent ſinners, will plainly 
counteract the whole deſign of his miſſion, 
: defeat the apparent tendency of the goſpel, 
and contradict the expreſs and repeated de- 
clarations of all his revealed III. ö 


1s i it not chen a "arti and dangerous re- 
preſentation which ſome make of the goſpel, 
that it 1s merely a diſpenſation of grace and 
mercy, publiſhed for the pardon of fin and 
the conſolation of ſinners, without conſider- 

1 ing it as a ſummar of rules, given for the 
government of our lives, and the regulation 


ol our praclice? that all the ſpiritual comfort : 


which | it affords, ariſes not from any re- 
= flexions about what we have done, but from 


a confidential reliance on what Chriſt has 


ſuffered ; not from any f ſenſe of the dutiful 
ſubmiſſion which we have paid to his com- 
mands, but from 1 "devout ee, f 
which we : have placed on his merits . | 
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A due attention to God's — purpoſe 
in n all his diſpenſations will alſo be the ſafeſt 
way of interpreting that aſſurance of ſal- 
vation, . which the apoſtle, attributes fo true 
chriſtians; if they compare their lives with 
the ſtanding rule of God's commandments, 
* they examine with what fidelity they have 
abey d the imunctions of their maſter, or 
made uſe of the gracious aſſiſtances of God's 
= ſpirit to form in them ſelves a truly re- 
ligious temper, they can from hence have 
the moſt reaſonable expectation of God 8 fa- 


: vour, and the beſt-grounded aſſurance of Bo 


| happineb., 11 they, leave the ficady direc- | 
tion of God' s viritten word, they will be ex- 
pos d to the caprice of fancy, c or the iußons % 
of conceit, If withal they abandon the ſo- 
ber guidance ol their underſtanding, they 
may become the ſport of wild, paſſions, and 
2 dupes of a diſturb'd imagination; 5 they 
may miſtake the ſwelling of vanity for 
P impreſſions of W hope; * and the 


con- 5 


* 8 
5 
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n sgtions made of us and our m 


x, indulge an angry and vindictive. - ſpirits, Le 
us ſtudy to convince our hearers, that 7 8 
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confidence of a ſanguine 3 for aſ- 
| | u rance m to them by the ſpi Pt rit of God, 


| 2 7 24175 N. TILE 
Let us Ae to our r bent the * of 


1 
BEES Py | {£12 af a 


God pure: and entire; ex prefs'd 3 in the cleareſt 
manner, explain” d by the beſt helps, enforc'd 


by the ſtrongeſt motives we can uſe ; let us 


accommodate none of its doctrines to the 


tem per or prejudices of weak men, to fl: flatter 


them in the indulgence of any wrong paſ- 
bons, or her, in N da the invariable 5 


5 | Gr all i it's . Liky us give no 1 un- 
E juſt impreſſions about the Sovereign of the | 


Univerſe, as may induce. men to think him A 


"os tyrannical or capricious, Being—And 1 let us 


not be ſo far provok'd by any miſcepreſen- 
try, as 4 


religion does not. only relate to us, as a di- 


3 848 body of men ſet e to teach 3 it ; but 


the forms, or to ſerve the intereſts of e 


5 ut N oeg 
great truths; 51 i 70 00 bes of of rell. 

ious knowledge, which on  thisoccaſi on ve you 2 2 "4 
as) own in young and weren minds, ä 
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6 of | cxample;"and 
make our wu application! to the 
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[ ; of gr ace, that God would ſo 
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